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Unionist Chairs World's 

Largest Forest Certification 

Organization 

William Street accepted the position of Chairman 

following a vote at the General Assembly of PEFC. 

"PEFC has always been supportive of family forestry and 

vibrant forest dependent communities. Having a union 

leader as Chairman signals the beginning of the next 

phase in the global development of forest certification," 

emphasized Mr. Ben Gunneberg, Secretary General of 

PEFC, the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 

Certification.  

"The association with global trade 

union federations, such as Builders 

and Woodworkers International, 

BWI, with its more than 8 million 

members, is a great asset as forest 

certification expands its efforts to 

assist small forest owners in the 

Global South to combat 

deforestation." 

 

"I would expect to see us expand our efforts to protect 

forests and the sustainable livelihoods they provide to 

local communities and families in the Global South, 

building on our successes doing so in the Global North," 

Mr. Gunneberg continued. 

 

Mr. Street, who is Director of the Woodworkers 

Department for the International Association of 

Machinists and Aerospace Workers, one of the largest 

industrial unions in North America, highlighted the pivotal 

role played by BWI for their support in the development of 

stronger social standards and the integration of forestry 

unions into the certification process, and expressed 

gratitude for the support of President R. T. Buffenbarger, 

President of the Machinists Union in this endeavour. 

 

"It is a reality that the places where social standards are 

least enforced and where the benefits and wealth of 

forestry activity are least shared are also the places 

where illegal forest activity and deforestation are often 

rampant," Mr. Street commented.  

 

He stressed that to reduce deforestation in the tropics, 

"we need to strengthen responsibly forest management 

practices that are economically viable, environmentally 

sound, and socially just."  

 

"This requires that there is a market for certified tropical 

wood - otherwise, economic viability is difficult to 

achieve," Mr. Street said. "Thus, boycotting products 

from sustainably managed, certified tropical forests is the 

quickest and most effective way to contribute to 

deforestation, community disruption, 

and social hardship." 

"I am looking forward to working with 

global forest leaders to promote 

forest certification to support our 

common efforts to safeguard these 

important ecosystems, the 

biodiversity they sustain, and the 

livelihoods that depend on them," he 

concluded. 

Mr. Street was born in Perkasie, Pennsylvania, USA and 

holds degrees in Political Science from Mansfield State 

University and the University of Oregon. He currently 

resides in Milwaukie, Oregon, USA, with his wife Bridget 

Downey. International Activities: 

 Director of the Global Wood and Forestry Program, 
Builders and Woodworkers International, 2003-2007 

 Focal Point for Workers and Union, United National 
Forum on Forests Sessions 3-7 

 Steering Committee, the Forest Dialogue, an 
international multi-stakeholder process housed at 
Yale University 

 Director of Research and Education, International 
Woodworkers of America, 1989-1999 
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Steering through the maze of 

resources: Sustainable 

procurement of wood-based 

products 

The sustainable forest 

management of the world's 

forests and their certification to 

PEFC International's 

Sustainability Benchmark is at 

the core of the work of PEFC 

International. 

Equally important is to expand 

the market for products from 

certified forests as this provides economic incentives to 

forest owners to obtain certification. For companies, 

however, the growing number of tools that have emerged 

to aid sustainable procurement can be confusing and 

overwhelming. 

WBCSD/WRI's "Sustainable Procurement of Wood and 

Paper-based Products," addresses the top ten questions 

that corporate procurement managers should ask when 

purchasing forest-based products. Among other topics, 

the guide covers issues such as the legality, sustainability 

and climate change implications of forests products. The 

report also includes a "guide to the guides," which helps 

companies steer through the maze of resources that 

have emerged to aid sustainable procurement.  

 

Recent studies estimate that more than 7.3 million 

hectares of trees are lost each year to deforestation, 

primarily caused by permanent conversion to crop and 

grazing land, especially in developing countries. This 

activity now accounts for 15-20% of global greenhouse 

gas emissions.  

 

Governments around the world have taken actions to 

curb deforestation and illegal timber trade - exemplified 

by 2008's amendment to the US Lacey Act and the 

recent decision by the European Parliament to adopt 

tighter rules to keep illegal timber off of the EU market.  

 

Accordingly, companies and their customers are 

increasingly more sensitive to the legality of their 

products and their effect on sustainable development. 

The sustainable procurement of products can therefore 

help companies reduce their reputational risk and, at the 

same time, encourage environmentally friendly business 

practices up and down their supply chain.  

 

PEFC as the world's largest forest certification system 

represents a fundamental basis for any sustainable 

procurement policy, providing the assurance that timber 

used in products are linked to sustainably managed 

forests. The organization highly recommends this guide 

to stakeholders who strive to define their procurement 

objectives in further detail. 

 

Review the updated version 

 

PEFC calls for ‘Principled 

Pragmatism’ at World Forestry 

Congress session on Forest 

Certification 

Forest certification took the spotlight on the final day of 

the XIII World 

Forestry Congress.  

Forest certification 

was lauded for 

promoting sustainable forest management globally, and 

certification organizations such as PEFC were 

encouraged to increase the uptake for certification in 

tropical forests, and to become more accessible for small 

forest owners and community operators around the 

world.  

Responding to these calls for action, William Street, 

PEFC Chairman, agreed that forest certification can, 

must and will do more to meet the challenges being 

placed on the world's forests.  

 

"Almost 90 percent of all PEFC-certified forests in Europe 

and significant areas in the United States are under small 

forest owners and regional certification, yet we must do 

still more to enable family and community forests to 

become certified and make it more accessible for the rest 

of the world," said Mr. Street.  

 

Mr. Street highlighted that even though some of PEFC's 

national schemes have the most rigorous social and 

labour standards in the world, we must do more to drive 

the issues of social justice deep into every forest 

operation and into every portion of every debate on 

sustainable forest management. 

 

And while PEFC has a track record of successful 

http://www.wbcsd.org/Plugins/DocSearch/details.asp?DocTypeId=25&ObjectId=MjkzNDQ
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integration and harmonization of a vast array of national 

standards into a single international organization, he 

noted that we must do more to assist other countries - 

especially in the Global South - seeking to develop 

national certification schemes. 

 

"Yet all of this must happen within its own context," Mr. 

Street said. A context put so eloquently by Maharaj 

Muthoo, President of the Roman Forum and moderator of 

the session, “Certification and labelling requirements 

should be feasible, realistic and cost-effective. 

Certification will lose its ability to promote changes if it 

settles at levels which are too demanding, elitist, and 

catering only for the boutique end of the market. It will 

lose its credibility if it is too undemanding, business-as-

usual, certifying the lowest common denominator. 

Equally, certification and labeling will be an ineffective 

tool unless it is based on the confidence and trust of all 

concerned. It is a hard job, but worthy of the investment, 

even if one may start in a stepwise manner in the 

complex tropical forest arena.  

 

Principled pragmatism is the name of the game.” 

 

The Economist 
gets printed on 
PEFC certified 
paper 
 
The Economist is the latest 
addition to a growing number of 
publications that are using PEFC-
certified paper as part of their 
commitment to promote 
sustainable forest management.  

 
This achievement demonstrates clearly how far 
recognition of the PEFC brand has grown over the past 
12 months, particularly in the UK. 
 
"The Economist Group, which owns The Economist, 
takes environmental issues seriously. We want to 
demonstrate to our readers that The Economist is 
committed to sourcing its paper from sustainably 
managed sources and the PEFC certification scheme is 
an excellent way for us to do this" commented Sharon 
Simpson, The Economist's international production 
director. 
 
Edited in London since 1843, The Economist is a weekly 
international news and business publication, offering 
clear reporting, commentary and analysis on world 

current affairs, business, finance, 
science and technology, culture, 
society, and media and the arts. 
The Economist has a worldwide 
print circulation of more than 1.4 
million. 
 
 
Hilary Khawam, PEFC UK 

 

Going global with PEFC: "One 
for all and all for one" 

FRA Director of Communications Neil Ward probes 

PEFC's mission and the benefits the organization can 

offer to forest owners and forest enterprises in the United 

States in a discussion with PEFC's Head of 

Communications, Thorsten Arndt. 

PEFC is the largest forest certification system in the 
world, providing global market access for certified timber 
from endorsed national systems, such as the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI), the American Tree Farm System 
(ATFS), and the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) 
in North America.  
 
Neil Ward: We've been hearing 
about PEFC for years, and I think 
most forestry people in the U.S. think 
of it as a European organization. A 
few years ago, PEFC changed its 
name to Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes, 
recognizing the change in focus toward an international 
context. How else has the organisation developed? 
 
Thorsten Arndt: PEFC recognized early on that in a 
globalized economy, wood flows are also global. 
Responding to strong demand from customers - both 
forest owners and businesses - PEFC updated its 
mission and objectives accordingly to offer its services at 
international level. Today, PEFC represents two-thirds of 
the total global certified forest area, and is accepted by 
public and private procurement policies worldwide. 
 
NW: I understand that the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
and the American Tree Farm System have long been 
involved in, and helped shape the direction and strategy 
of, PEFC. 
 
TA: Definitely. Representative from both SFI and the 
American Tree Farm System have participated in all 
meetings since PEFC started back in 1999 and were 
among the first to join when PEFC went global.  
In fact, SFI, ATFS and the Canadian Standards 

mailto:hilary.khawam@pefc.co.uk
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Association (CSA) are PEFC-endorsed standards in 
North America, and they account for over two-thirds of 
PEFC's total certified land mass. So to all intents and 
purposes, PEFC has strong North American roots.  
We've also endorsed national certification systems in 
Asia, Australia, South America, Europe and Africa.  
 
NW: How do SFI and ATFS participate in PEFC 
governance today? 
 
TA: Currently, almost one-third of PEFC's Board 
members are Americans. This includes Karen Brandt 
from SFI; and Bob Simpson, of ATFS, is the Board's Vice 
Chairman. The systems also have involvement in a 
number of committees and working groups, and in 
addition, SFI and ATFS make up the PEFC US governing 
body and have votes at the general assembly and on 
critical issues. 
 
NW: SFI and ATFS, the two major U.S.-based 
certification systems, are now endorsed by PEFC. I 
understand that PEFC requires national certification 
systems to meet its International Sustainability 
Benchmark in order to achieve endorsement. What is the 
basis for this benchmark, and has this alliance with PEFC 
placed any additional stipulations on SFI and ATFS? 
 
TA: Society has defined its expectations and 
understanding of what sustainable forest management 
means in a number of multi-stakeholder, consensus-
driven, intergovernmental processes, which the U.S. is 
part of. As such process are usually non-binding, PEFC 
serves as a voluntary, market-driven mechanism 
implementing the criteria derived from such processes. In 
addition, PEFC utilizes internationally accepted standards 
developed by ISO (International Standards 
Organisations) for certification and accreditation services 
to ensure that these elements are credible and 
transparent. Both SFI and ATFS are well developed and 
rigorous certification systems and have met PEFC's 
Sustainability Benchmark.  
 
NW: It is, of course, rewarding and reassuring to learn 
that SFI and ATFS have met the sustainability 
benchmarks PEFC has evolved in such a wide-ranging 
process. But what exactly do U.S. forest owners and 
businesses gain from a PEFC affiliation that our domestic 
certification programs cannot provide on their own? 
 
TA: First and foremost, it gives American forest owners 
and resource managers access to global markets - along 
the lines of "certified once - recognized everywhere." 
PEFC is the world's largest forest certification system, 
and buyers from around the world that procure 
responsibly can, through the PEFC label, take advantage 
of the high-quality timber coming from SFI and ATFS 
certified, well-managed forests. 
 
NW: Your point is that, in a global market, PEFC 
endorsement enables certification systems such as SFI 

and ATFS to expand their offering beyond the national 
scope, creating market opportunities internationally. 
 
TA: Exactly. And this does not only hold true for forest 
owners, but also for companies exporting certified 
products. While their products contain SFI and ATFS 
certified timber, they may choose to sell them as PEFC 
certified in Asia or Europe, where PEFC enjoys much 
higher brand recognition. Companies can therefore use 
the SFI label, the PEFC label, or both labels together, 
depending on their market needs. 
 
NW: That is an interesting point, and it addresses the 
sensitive issue of "branding." It is common to observe 
that forest certification is more important to corporate 
sustainability or procurement managers than it is to the 
public. But is PEFC moving the needle in building 
broader recognition for itself as a guarantor of the values 
that the public, itself, is interested in? 
 
TA: We're moving in that direction. Recently, I came 
across a TV commercial from Australia by a multinational 
personal care products maker, which highlighted that its 
PEFC certified products provide consumers with 
confidence that they are doing their bit for the 
environment. 
 
NW: That's certainly what we all hope the future of 
certification will provide: companies communicating the 
benefits of their practices to the end consumer. But 
exactly how do you see building PEFC "brand 
awareness" in North America? 
 
TA: It is all about complementing the current brand 
awareness of SFI and ATFS. A good analogy would be 
airline alliances such as the Star Alliance or SkyTeam. 
Customers enjoy the full suite of benefits that all 
individual members collectively bring in terms of routes, 
lounges etc. under the umbrella of the alliance. In the 
case of PEFC, it means that a company can, in addition 
to wood from North American systems, procure timber 
certified to CSA (Canada), CERTFOR (Chile), Cerflor 
(Brazil), AFS (Australia), and others, and treat it as PEFC 
with all the market access benefits and competitive 
advantages that go with it. Currently SFI, ATFS, CSA, 
and PEFC International are developing an initiative to 
promote PEFC, with direct marketing activities in the US, 
primarily at business-to-business and key procurement 
decision makers. 
 
NW: So it should increase market access all around. To 
the extent that it helps product procurement managers 
see through all the smoke of "what wood can meet a 
rigorous sustainability profile," there should be value 
throughout the supply chain. So how can wood supply 
organizations - FRA members - support this 
development? 
 
TA: Forest certification systems such as PEFC, SFI, 
ATFS, and CSA welcome any support your members can 

http://www.youtube.com/pefcinternational
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provide towards our common objective of promoting 
sustainable forest management. With less than 10 
percent of the world's forests certified to any standard, 
we need to work together to optimize the potential 
contribution that forests can make in tackling challenges 
such as climate change and biodiversity loss. By visibly 
promoting PEFC or any of its endorsed programs in 
North America and elsewhere, FRA members can help 
us in this quest. FRA members should ensure that, at 
local and state levels, all procurement officials and 
policies are aware that "PEFC = SFI+AFTS+CSA and 
vice versa" in North America. We look forward to all the 
support your members can give us in this respect. 
 
Thorsten Arndt is PEFC 
International's Head of 
Communications, based in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Neil 
Ward is FRA's Director of 
Communications, and editor 
of the Forest Operations 
Review. 
 
 
Forest Operations Review, 
Summer 2009,  
Used by kind permission of 
the Forest Resources 
Association Inc. 

 

Reaching out to design 
enthusiasts 
 
PEFC highlighted the importance of purchasing furniture 
responsibly at Habitare 09, the largest furniture, interior 
decoration and design fair in Finland. 
 
“Our stand at the fair showcased a wide-range of high-
quality PEFC certified home furnishing products, products 
that are made of wood from responsibly managed 
forests. Buying responsibly by choosing PEFC certified 
products is the right thing to do, and I believe that our 
stand provided a excellent sample of what's available in 
the marketplace,” said Auvo Kaivola, Secretary-General 
of PEFC Finland.  
 
He emphasized that the availability of certified furniture is 
increasing rapidly, and urged consumers to actively seek 
out PEFC-certified products. "PEFC certification provides 
assurance that the wood used comes from forests 
managed in compliance with our strict Sustainability 
Benchmark Requirements," Mr. Kaivola explained. 
 
The PEFC stand, which attracted the interest of many of 
the 60,000 people visiting the fair, was made entirely 
from PEFC-certified materials.  

 
Running in parallel to the fair, the EcoDesign exhibition 
highlighted the importance of sourcing wood from 
sustainable sources. Maintaining the exhibition's 
environmentally friendly theme, EcoDesign's catalogue 
was printed on PEFC certified paper.  
 
Auvo Kaivola, PEFC Finland 

 

Significant achievement in 
certifying family-forest owners 
    
"The real challenge that the global forest community 
faces is to bring the millions of small, family forests under 
certification," said Ivar Legallais-Korsbakken, Chair of the 
International Family Forest Alliance (IFFA).  
 
"The PEFC certification system meets the needs of these 
smallholders, and offers the 
flexibility necessary to adapt it 
to the specific requirements at 
local level. Therefore, the 
contribution that PEFC is 
making in promoting 
sustainable forest 
management globally cannot 
be emphasised enough."  
 
Small and medium forest 
enterprises comprise the 
majority of forest enterprises in 
numerous countries, and they are essential providers of 
employment and other livelihoods benefits in many parts 
of the world, especially in the Global South. Yet 
certification is difficult for them to access for a variety of 
reasons, including cost, required capacity, lack of 
economic incentives, and the complexities of certification 
itself. 
 
"The PEFC certification system represents a functioning 
mechanism for small forest owners to obtain certification 
though its group certification mechanism, and is tailor-
made to the unique environment in which they operate," 
explained Mr. Korsbakken. "Organizing the millions of 
smallholders is key to sustainable forest management. 
PEFC has the necessary support and pull to play a 
significant role in this context."  
 
"The IFFA as part of the global forest community offers 
the organization its full support in PEFC's endeavour to 
make certification accessible to everyone," he 
emphasized.. 
 
"PEFC was set up in response to the challenges outlined 
at the 1992 Rio conference and subsequent meetings, 

mailto:auvo.kaivola@pefc.fi
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and small forest owners have been involved right from 
the start. Today, PEFC has certified hundreds of 
thousands of small forest owners in Europe and North 
America," said Ben Gunneberg, PEFC Secretary 
General.  
 
PEFC is the largest forest certification system globally. Its 
approach to certification is increasingly seen as one of 
the best options to assure sustainable forest 
management through its core certification activities at 
international and national levels, but also through its 
potential contribution to projects and concepts such as 
REDD, carbon certification, and ecosystem services. 
"Building on our experience in certifying smallholders, 
PEFC and its national members are continuously 
exploring how we as a solution provider can add value to 
these inter-related activities," said Mr. Gunneberg. 
 
He stressed that "maximizing the benefits that forests can 
provide in tackling societal challenges such as climate 
change is of utmost importance."  
 
"Small forest owners play an important part in this 
context, and we are putting our knowledge and our 
services at the disposal of the international community to 
take full advantage of the contribution that PEFC can 
provide."  

Ivar Korsbakken, PEFC Norway 

 

Who gains from FSC’s latest 
effort to undermine other forest 
certification systems? 

"There are differences in 

approaches to sustainable 

forest management by the 

world's leading forest 

certification organizations, but 

this should not distract from 

their core missions, the 

promotion of responsible 

forestry," said Ben Gunneberg, 

PEFC Secretary General, 

responding to a report 

published by FSC. 

In this latest attempt to publically undermine alternative 
approaches - especially those that are more accessible to 
the millions of family and community forest owners - FSC 
compared PEFC International and other standards to 
their five FSC Controlled Wood criteria.  
 

"No one should be surprised by the findings of the 
report," said Mr. Gunneberg "Both organizations have 
long agreed to disagree on criteria and approaches to 
sustainable forest management."  
 
"It's a nonsensical exercise comparing apples to oranges. 
The perceived differences in FSC's analysis are based 
on differences in interpretation of specific criteria, and the 
mistakes in the report highlight the difficulty of comparing 
alternative certification systems." 
 
Sustainable forest management requires a holistic 
approach and by whittling down over 200 sustainability 
requirements to five handpicked criteria to make its case, 
FSC is undermining and has completely disregarded the 
years of work of international consensus-building 
processes involving thousands of stakeholders and 
experts around the world, PEFC noted. 
 
Experts agree that sustainable forest management has a 
vast potential to contribute to tackling societal challenges 
such as climate change, but the UN warns that the rate of 
increase in global certified forest area has slowed 
dramatically since 2006.  
 
"Currently, the total global certified forest area has 
stagnated at only 9%, with the majority of certified forests 
located in developed countries. Instead of trying to gain 
market share by restricting fibre from other responsible 
sources, FSC should rather focus on working with the 
global forest community to promote the expansion of 
certification of the world's forest, especially in the Global 
South," Mr. Gunneberg added.  
 
"We acknowledge the valuable contribution that our 
colleagues in FSC make in promoting sustainable forest 
management, and whilst we could also certainly identify 
considerable gaps in FSC when comparing it with our 
system, we don't see any benefit to anyone in doing so," 
Mr. Gunneberg stressed. "This is a time when 
collaboration, rather than confrontation, is urgently 
needed to take advantage of the benefits of the 
approaches that the different certification systems offer to 
society." 
 
PEFC is the world's largest forest certification system and 
bases its criteria on intergovernmental processes and 
guidelines. These are the product of years of work, 
involving thousands of stakeholders and experts globally, 
and cover sustainable forest management issues 
comprehensively.  
 
Both the PEFC and the FSC certification systems have 
been studied exhaustively by impartial external experts, 
and both enjoy widespread acceptance in procurement 
policies.  
 
"We regret the decision by FSC to not take advantage of 
PEFC-certified wood, as this makes it more difficult for 
companies to manufacture certified products for 

mailto:ivar.korsbakken@skog.no
http://www.fsc.org/fileadmin/web-data/public/document_center/publications/PEFC_and_FSC/FINAL-_Summary_Report_FSC_CW_and_PEFC-EN.pdf
http://www.fsc.org/fileadmin/web-data/public/document_center/publications/PEFC_and_FSC/FINAL-_Summary_Report_FSC_CW_and_PEFC-EN.pdf
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consumers," Mr. Gunneberg continued.  
 
PEFC, however, will continue to accept FSC-certified 
wood in its products. "There is too much at stake for the 
public and society as a whole for certification 
organizations to engage in a cat fight. We have offered 
FSC our collaboration in the past, and we will continue to 
seek constructive engagement in the future." 
 
PEFC looks forward to working with customers and 
stakeholders to encourage more certification - but not at 
the expense of existing certifications. Otherwise, 
certification might forever be stalled as the UN fears. 

 

De-Mystifying Chain of 
Custody and the Business 
Benefits – Australian 
Stakeholder Seminar  

While consumers are becoming more eco-conscious in 

their purchasing decisions, companies respond to public 

demands for improved accountability by developing 

credible procurement policies for wood-based products. 

The seminar (16 September 2009, Yarralumla ACT, 

Australia) looked at the benefits that chain of custody 

certification can offer. 

By tracing timber 

from certified 

forests to the final 

product, chain of 

custody certification 

provides assurance 

to companies and 

consumers that a 

labelled product is 

in fact linked to a 

responsibly managed forest. With increasing demand for 

products from responsibly managed forests from both 

companies and consumers, interest in chain of custody 

certification from business along the timber value chain is 

soaring.  

 

In Australia, more than three quarters of all native forests 

and plantations are certified to the PEFC-endorsed AFCS 

Australian Forestry Standard AS 4708, and the AFCS 

has the only wood products chain of custody certification 

process that is an Australian Standard AS 4707. 

 

This seminar provided a detailed overview of the process 

of acquiring chain of custody certification, its benefits to 

companies, and the role it plays in promoting sustainable 

forest management. 

 

Kayt Watts, AFCS 

PEFC stands in Belgium 

"The efforts made in informing the Belgian public about 

what a PEFC labelled product means has been a real 

success, with more and more consumers looking for and 

recognising products that come from environmentally 

sound sources," said Vanessa Biebel, Secretary General 

of PEFC Belgium, commenting the organisation's 

activities of promoting PEFC at exhibitions and trade 

shows. 

"In response, the number of businesses obtaining PEFC 

certification is continuously increasing, even in times of 

economic hardship, as PEFC certification also provides 

global market acceptance," Mrs. Biebel continued. 

 

The first exhibition, the 'Hout en Groen Wonen,' took 

place on the 7th and 8th November, and highlighted the 

importance of building sustainably. It prominently 

featured themes related to certified timber, renewable 

energy, sustainable construction, and how to live 

healthily and naturally, are all to be featured prominently.  

 

The second event, 'Prowood,' an industry specific 

exhibition, and was held between the 10th and 14th 

November. The event focused on wood-industry 

professionals and technology at a global level.  

PEFC Belgium informed visitors about PEFC certification 

for their enterprise and the wide range of PEFC labelled 

products that are currently on the market. 

 

Mieke Vercruijsse PEFC Belgium 

 

PEFC Canada conferences & 

trade shows 

PEFC Canada was kept busy with conferences and trade 

shows at the end of 2009.  PEFC Canada presented a 

booth at Print in the Mix, a major conference and trade 

show for Canadian print buyers held in Toronto.  PEFC 

Canada also participated, along with SFI, in the 

mailto:ceo@forestrystandard.org.au
mailto:m.vercruijsse@pefc.be
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conference’s panel discussion entitled The Sustainable 

Paper Trail: From Mill to Mailbox. 

PEFC Canada manned a booth at the three-day 

Graphics Canada trade show in Toronto, Canada’s 

largest and longest running graphic communications and 

printing show.  The show was attended primarily by 

commercial printers and graphic designers and was an 

opportunity to provide attendees with information about 

PEFC Chain of Custody and PEFC certified suppliers. 

PEFC Canada was represented by their partner 

organization, the CSA SFM User Group, at the US Green 

Building Council’s Greenbuild trade show in Phoenix, AZ.  

The CSA SFM User Group represents organizations in 

Canada that have certified their forestry operations to the 

PEFC endorsed CSA Sustainable Forest Management 

standard.  This is the second year that the User Group 

has displayed at Greenbuild, which was attended by 

about 28,000 people in 2009.  The USGBC’s LEED 

green building rating system, which still does not 

recognize PEFC certified wood for certification credit, 

continued to be the main topic of discussion at the booth.  

Builders and architects who visited the booth were 

frustrated by this exclusive approach which severely 

restricts the supply of certified products that qualify for 

the LEED credit. 

PEFC Chain of Custody and PEFC logo use continues to 

grow month by month; there are now 178 COC certificate 

holders and 54 logo users in Canada 

Paul Wooding, PEFC Canada 

 

PEFC Czech Republic 

PEFC Czech Republic appoints a new Chairman.  

František Morávek was appointed Chairman of the PEFC 

Czech Republic in 2009. His 

main work experience 

includes: Director of the 

Forest Policy Department, 

Technical-production Director 

of the State Forest Enterprise, 

Director of Forest Services, 

Consultant for Minister of 

Agriculture for forestry and 

many other. 

Mr. Morávek was one of the promoters of the PEFC 

certification system in the Czech Republic and was the 

Chairman of the Forest Owners Association. 

The new National Secretary is Stanislav Slanina, a 

graduate of the Czech Agriculture University’s Forestry 

Faculty in Prague, and is presently a PhD student at the 

same institution. His main work experience includes: 

Timber trader, Master of forest production, and  he has 

accomplished various pedagogical and research 

activities throughout his studies.  

Stanislav Slanina, PEFC Czech 

 

PEFC France 

Greening the skies above Paris 

With one of the 
biggest green 
billboards 
globally, the 
Programme for 
the 
Endorsement of 
Forest 
Certification 
(PEFC), the 
world's largest 
forest certification system, celebrates its 10th anniversary 
and gives the term "green advertisement" a new 
meaning. Located above the rooftops of Paris near the 
"Porte de Clichy," the billboard's message, "PEFC" and 
"Pour nos forêts" ('For our forests'), is made of more than 
two hundred plants and the frame is constructed with 
PEFC-certified timber. 
 
"PEFC has been very successful in promoting 
responsibly forestry in the past ten years, and two-thirds 
of the world's certified forests are now managed in line 
with our Sustainable Benchmark Requirements," said 
Ben Gunneberg, Secretary General of PEFC 
International. "While PEFC and its stakeholders should 
be proud of this achievement, this only represents 
roughly 5% the total global forest area and so there is still 
much more to do." 
 
“The more consumers choose PEFC-certified products, 
the greater the incentives and rewards are for 
sustainable forest management,” explained Stephane 
Marchesi, Head of PEFC France. "This unique billboard 
helps us to promote further the PEFC label to the public 
and raise awareness of the need to make responsible 

mailto:wooding@shaw.ca
mailto:info@pefc.cz
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decisions when buying wood products such as paper and 
furniture."  
 
Mr. Gunneberg emphasized that “given the potential 
contribution that forests can make in tackling challenges 
such as climate change, increasing the forest area that is 
certified as being sustainably managed is therefore of 
utmost importance for all of us - and the billboard may 
serve as a reminder for all of us.” 
 
The billboard, which is more than twenty meters high and 
weights approximately three tonnes, will grace the 
Parisian skyline for two years. The unveiling of the 
billboard has been accompanied by a video depicting the 
greening of Paris with forests and tree - a video that left 
web users globally wondering about the source of the 
clip. 
 
Audrey Tourreau, PEFC France 

 

PEFC Asia 

Mini-Seminar & Networking Party 

For several years now, the PEFC Asia Promotions office 

has held an annual Networking Party for certified 

companies and stakeholders to enable an exchange of 

business information and networking. In 2009 a mini-

seminar, held on 23
rd

 October, was added for the first 

time.  

In the seminar Mr. Benson Yu, Director of the PEFC 

China Initiative made a presentation on “Forest 

Certification System and PEFC in China.” This reflected 

Japanese stakeholders’ deep interest in the current 

situation of forest certification in China. Questions were 

asked actively by the audience. At the party, PEFC Asia 

Promotion’s new directors Prof. Kitamaya (Chairman) 

and Dr. Ueno were introduced publicly.  

There were several new Chain of Custody certified 
companies in October and November, 2009): 

 Sumitomo 3M Ltd.  

 Shikoku Paper Co., Ltd. 

 Shikoku Paper Trading Co., Ltd. 

 Sakai Mokuzai Co., Ltd. 

 Marubeni Lumber Co., Ltd. 

 Daisen Sangyo Co., Ltd. 

 JUTEC Corporation 
 
This brings the total number 134 Chain of Custody 
certified companies. 

Haruyoshi Takeuchi, PEFC Asia 

 

PEFC Norway News 

The application for re-endorsement was formally handed 

over to former PEFC Chairman, Mike Clark, during the 

PEFC Council General Assembly in Paris, Friday 13th 

November.  

The PEFC Norway Chair, Helge Evju, and the National 

Secretary Ivar Legallais-Korsbakken handed over the 

application in the form of a CD disk and an USB stick 

with a ribbon in the Norwegian national colours. 

In connection 

with this 

application, the 

PEFC Norway 

technical 

documentation 

has been re-

edited. The 

system scheme 

is not new, but 

the documentation has been updated according to the 

latest PEFC requirements and the new PEFC document 

structure. The forest management certification is based 

on the revised PEFC forest management standard - 

developed in a true and independent consensus process 

called Living Forest. All relevant stakeholders were 

represented and have signed the revised standard, such 

as forest owners organisations, forest industry 

organisations, labour unions, outdoor organisations, bio-

diversity and biology-based organisations, and 

environmental organisations like WWF Norway and 

SABIMA (an umbrella organisation for Norway). The 

PEFC Norway Chain of Custody certification is based on 

the PEFC international Chain of Custody rules and 

requirements. 

Ivar Korsbakken, PEFC Norway 

 

PEFC Spain: Raising 

awareness of carbon benefits 

of certified timber 

http://www.dailymotion.com/relevance/search/pefc/video/xaerlc_la-foret-arrive-dans-la-ville_creation
http://www.dailymotion.com/relevance/search/pefc/video/xaerlc_la-foret-arrive-dans-la-ville_creation
mailto:communication@pefc-france.org
mailto:h.takeuchi@pefcasia.org
mailto:ivar.korsbakken@skog.no
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"The tree, a perfect machine" was the theme of a series 

of workshops PEFC Spain organized at this year's 

Reciclamadrid'09. The workshops aimed at 

demonstrating the benefits that forests offer in tackling 

climate change.  

“Wood is essentially carbon neutral, which distinguishes it 

from alternative materials such as plastics, aluminium or 

steel, materials that require a great deal of energy to 

create," said Ana Belén Noriega, Secretary General of 

PEFC Spain. "Using wood-based products – sourced 

from certified 

forests - therefore 

assists in tackling 

our common 

challenge of 

mitigating climate 

change.”  

Examples of 

certified products 

were showcased 

by PEFC Spain in a adjacent exhibition, which featured 

items ranging from wine boxes, books and windows 

frames to furniture, including tables, chairs, shelves and 

cabinets.  

"A recently released study by the European Union 

indicates that how people perceive forests and forest 

management in Europe is misaligned with reality, and 

that the public feels to have insufficient information about 

the role of forests in the climate change debate," Mrs. 

Noriega continued. "We hope that our workshops have 

contributed to better understanding of the importance of 

sustainable forest management and PEFC-certification in 

this context." 

Ana Belén Noriega, PEFC Spain 

 

PEFC Sweden 

Standard setting Forum engaged in the second revision 

of the Swedish PEFC forest certification requirements 

Invitations to join the standard setting forum for the 

second revision of PEFC Sweden’s forest certification 

requirements were sent out in June, 2009, and more than 

twenty organizations agreed to participate. These 

organizations represent stakeholders with an interest in 

sustainable forest management.  

The inaugural 

meeting took place 

on August 26
th
 at 

which a board was 

appointed and 

chaired by Mr. Åke 

Barklund MD of The 

Royal Swedish 

Academy of 

Agriculture and 

Forestry, and three working groups were formed.  Since 

then the working groups have met to scrutinize the 

requirements for the forestry, social, and environmental 

standards. A second meeting with the forum was held in 

November where the working groups’ findings were 

discussed.   

The revision is based on Sweden’s experience of the 

standard as well as the latest research findings 

associated with forestry, and also through the 

experiences gained through the TPAC assessment 

process earlier this year. The forum follows consensus-

based practices that promote the establishment of a 

mutual understanding among its members. 

The revised technical documentation will be made 

available for public consultation in mid 2010, after which 

the working groups and the forum will finalize the 

standards. PEFC Sweden will then submit the revised 

standards to PEFC Council so that the evaluation and re-

endorsement process can begin with a view to replacing 

the present standards in spring 2011. 

Magnus Norrby, PEFC Sweden  

 

PEFC UK 

Alun Watkins has been appointed as the new National 

Secretary for PEFC UK.  

He will take over the reins at 

PEFC from William Walker 

who announced his intention 

to retire in 2009.   

Alun Watkins has been 

working in the timber and 

furniture industries for the 

past 25 years, the last 15 of 

which has seen him 

strengthen his involvement with environmental issues.  

Swedish Forest owners Association office, 
Stockholm November  24

th   

mailto:ananoriega@pefc.es
mailto:magnus.norrby@pefc.se
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Before joining PEFC UK, Alun worked for The Furniture 

Industry Research Association (FIRA) as Health, Safety 

& Environmental consultant where he provided services 

including offering advice and guidance to the furniture 

industry on all aspects of environmental compliance 

including chain of custody, as well as managing the 

industry specific initiative - Club Green. He was also 

instrumental in the development and promotion of the 

Furniture Industry Sustainability Programme (FISP) and 

chaired the Furniture Industry Environment Committee. 

Commenting on the appointment, PEFC UK Chairman 

Peter Latham said, “William has done a splendid job as 

National Secretary for the past five years in getting the 

PEFC programme to its current position. When he took 

on this role in 2005, there were only 70 companies with 

PEFC Chain of Custody certification and the figure 

currently stands at over 1300.”  

The Board recognises the immense contribution that he 

has made to the organisation and we now look forward to 

his successor building on the firm foundations that 

William has laid down. We are confident that Alun’s 

previous experience in the timber and furniture industry 

and knowledge of certification will be invaluable in 

helping PEFC to strengthen its position in the UK 

market.” 

 

PEFC US 

SFI Co-Hosts Event on Responsible Procurement at the 

World Forestry Congress  

More than 125 people joined SFI Inc., Forest Trends and 

representatives from the Programmeme for the 

Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes, and Forest 

Stewardship Council International at the XIII World 

Forestry Congress (WFC) 2009 in Buenos Aires last 

month to discuss responsible procurement in a global 

supply chain and the role of certification.  

The session was moderated by Kerstin Canby, Director 

of the Forest Trade and Finance Programme for Forest 

Trends, an international non-profit organization. She 

posed the following key questions: 

What is the role of forest certification in helping to prove 

“due diligence” and/or legal sourcing of wood products as 

required under the amended U.S. Lacey Act, emerging 

European Commission legislation, and various 

governmental and retailer procurement policies?  

How will the timber legality assurance systems to be 

developed under Forest Law Enforcement, Governance 

and Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership Agreements 

interact with the existing forest certifications 

programmes? 

How do we meet the demand for certified fibre globally, 

as more and more countries are instituting procurement 

policies focused on the legality or sustainability of forest 

products? 

Answers were provided by a panel of experts from major 

certification bodies: Andrea Johnson, Director of Forest 

Campaigns, Environmental Investigation Agency; Kathy 

Abusow, President and CEO of SFI Inc.; Sarah Price, 

Head of Projects and Development, PEFC International; 

and Roberto Waack, Chair of the FSC Board. 

“The high participation in this event shows the 

importance of these topics,” said Canby. “Legislative 

requirements such as the Lacey Act and emerging EC 

legislation mean suppliers will need to show forest 

products are from legal sources, and this will be a real 

challenge when dealing with markets like China. The UN 

says the growth of third-party forest certification, which 

could help address the issue, is actually slowing.” 

Abusow says the trend toward procurement policies 

focused on “legality or sustainability of forest products 

and should send a signal that it is time to work together 

to find ways to certify more of the world’s forests.”  

New PEFC US Forest Management Standards  

PEFC US comprises two programmes:  SFI Inc. and the 

American Forest Foundation (ATFS standard). Both 

programmemes went through a comprehensive review 

and revision process in 2009:  

The American Forest Foundation (AFF) adopted the 
new, revised standards for the American Tree Farm 
System (ATFS), its woodland certification programme. 
Some changes to the standard include protecting 
woodlands of high conservation value and streamlining 
the process for woodland owners participating in USDA 
conservation incentive programmes. The new standards 
were developed by an independent panel of experts, 
representing academia, conservation organizations, 
Federal and State governments, landowners, and 
foresters. Designed especially for small woodland 
owners, ATFS requires adoption of a woodland 
management plan that will ensure conservation of 
multiple resources.  The new standards will require 
certified woodland owners to consider and minimize the 
adverse impact of timber or other activities at places of 
unique historical, cultural, or wildlife value. Details of the 
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standard revisions are available online and the new 
standards will took effect on January 1, 2010 with a 
transition period of one year.  
 
The Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. (SFI Inc.) has 
almost completed the revision to the SFI 2005-2009 
forest management standard and supporting documents. 
The SFI External Review Panel, an independent panel of 
experts, ensures that the development and revision of the 
SFI Standard embodies an open, fair and inclusive 
process that addresses the ideas forwarded through 
comments submitted. The SFI Resources Committee, 
with balanced representation from environmental, social 
and economic sectors, was responsible for the 
development of the SFI 2010-2014 Standard. The draft 
standard was sent out to more than 2000 people and 
organizations, and included two public review periods 
and 8 standard review workshops across North America. 
SFI board members approved the first draft of the 
standard in July 2009 and the final draft in December 
2009. The revised SFI 2010-2014 Standard reflects SFI’s 
commitment to continual improvement and includes an 
added emphasis on the importance of avoiding 
controversial or illegal fibre sources, strengthening 
landowner outreach and logger training programmes and 
a closer alignment of principles with international criteria 
and indicators. Details of the standard revisions are 
available online where the new standard is publically 
available.  

PEFC US Growth 

PEFC Chain of Custody certificates registered with PEFC 

US have more than doubled in 2009. Certified printers 

have accounted for the majority of the Chain of Custody 

growth, however there have been a number of recent 

certificates awarded to secondary producers. Wood 

manufacturers such as Pacific Lumber & Shipping, Fred 

Tebb & Sons, Anglo American Hardwoods, Coldwater 

Veneer and California Cedar Products are recent 

certificate holders. Thilmany is a recently certified pulp & 

paper producer as are both Greif Packaging and Tegrant 

Corporation who produce packaging materials.  

PEFC US has also increased in certified area over the 

past year. There are currently more than 80 million 

hectares certified to either ATFS or SFI under PEFC US, 

meaning that PEFC US now represents the largest PEFC 

certified area worldwide.  

Rachel Dierolf, PEFC US  

 

Luxembourg and Slovak Forest 

Certification Schemes are 

being assessed and Invites 

Comments  

PEFC Luxembourg and the Slovak Forest Certification 

Association have revised their forest certification 

schemes in line with PEFC's requirement for revisions of 

national systems every five years and have submitted 

their applications for re-assessment by PEFC. 

As part of this process, PEFC seeks comments and 

feedback from all interested parties to ensure full 

compliance of the national schemes with PEFC's 

Sustainability Benchmark during a 60 day global public 

consultation. 

"We require stakeholder engagement throughout the 

standards development and endorsement processes at 

both national and international levels," says Ben 

Gunneberg, PEFC Secretary General. "In-depth 

involvement of all interested parties ensures that a 

scheme reflects the best practices and incorporates 

available knowledge and expertise, and is aligned with 

their expectations and needs." 

PEFC is the only global forest certification scheme that 

requires and implements regular revisions of all national 

certification systems, and that subjects all standards to 

independent evaluations. All comments received during 

the global public consultation will provide valuable 

information for the third-party assessor in determining 

whether the respective national system is in compliance 

with international requirements. 

Christian Kämmer, PEFC International 

http://www.forestfoundation.org/
http://www.sfiprogram.org/
mailto:rachel.dierolf@sfiprogramme.org
http://www.pefc.org/index.php/about-pefc/membership/national-members?view=pefcnationalmembers/18-Luxembourg
http://www.pefc.org/index.php/about-pefc/membership/national-members?view=pefcnationalmembers/13-Slovak%20Republic
mailto:christian.kammer@pefc.org

